PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.

“Opening of the Second Session of
the Fifty-First Congress.

Tossident Harrison Transmits His Second
Annusi Messnge to Congress, '
which is Read iu Both
HMounes.

Wasmxarox, Dec. 1.—Promptly st
wmoon both houses of Congress were
«alled to order, in the presence of
large and interested crowds of specta-
#orsa. Numerous floral emblems deco-
wated the desks of favored Senators and
Represontatives, and there was s merry
{low of badinage over the results of the
dato elections.

The proliminary business having been
transacted, which consisted in adminis-
tering the oath to a fow new Sonators
aad members, the usual committoes
were appoluted to wait upon the Presi-
dent and inform him that Congross was
im session and ready to receive any
communication he might be pleased to
make.

At 1:30 p. m, Private Secrotary Hal-
ford appeared at the bar of the House
and presented the President's annual
message which was at once read. A
copy was also presented in the Senute.

“Thoe message is as follows:

0 THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
he reports of the several executive
ents, which will be lahl before Con-

In the usual course, will exhibit in de-

the operations of the Government for

the Iast fiseul yonr. Only the more lmpor-

tant incidents und resulis and chiefly such

nl n:{ be the foundation of the recom-

mendation 1 shall subunit, will be referred to
in this annunl message.

The vast and Increasing business of the
Government hus been transacted by the sey-
eral departments during the yeur with fuith-
fulness, energy and success. The revenue,
amounting to ubove $4560,000,000, hus been col-
fSected und disburseid without revealing, so
far ae 1 cun wscertiving, 4 single cuse ol de-

on  or  embezxlement.  An edarnest

haus heen made to stimulate @ sense of
:ou-lblllly and publie daty in all ofcers
employes of every grade, and the work
done by thom hias almost wholly escaped un-
le eriticism, 1 apeak of thuse matters
freodom, because the credit of this
work Is not mine, but is shared by the
of the several departments with the
body of fuithful ofticers and vmplufﬁ
who serve under them,  The closest seratiny
of Congress |s invited to all the methods of
She Administration, und to every ltem of ex-

@oenditure.
FOREIGN RELATIONS,

The friendly relations of our country with
the nations of Europe and of the East have
been undisturbed, while the tics of good will
and common interest thut bind us to the
states of the Western Hemisphere have been
notably strengthened by the conferences held
in this capitul to consider measures for the
genvral wollore,

THE INTERNATIONAL MARINE CONPERENCE.

The Intornationul Murine Conference
which met at Wushington lust winter
reached a very gratifying result. The regu-
lations suggestind huve been brought to the
attention of all the governments represent.
ed, and their general adoption s conildently
expected. The legislution of Congress ut
the lnst wession is in conformity with the

psitions of the conference, und the proe-

ution therein provided for will be igsued

when the other powers buve given notice of
abelr wdbesion.

THE BRAZILIAY REPURLIC.

Woward the end of the past year the only
dndependent monurchical government on the
Western continent, that of Brazil, ceased to
vexist und was suceeeded by u republic,  Dip-
fomatic rolutions were at once estublished
with the new government, but it wus not
ocompletely recognlzed until an nr]mrtunit,\‘
‘had been afforded to aseertuin that it had
populur approval and support. When the
oourse of events had yielded ussurunees of
Shw fnct, no time was lost (n extending the
new government o full und condiul weleome
dato the tamily of Awerlcan commonwealths,

THE KILLING OF BARKUNDIA.
The killing of General Harrundia on board
rthe Pacitic Muil Stenmer Acupuleo, while an-
on transit in the port of San Jose de
deniemuln, demandod oureful inguiry., Hav-
uhueu in a revolutionury attempt to in-
wade Gautemula from Mexicun territory
Genernl Barrundia took passage ut Acupuleo
dor Panuma.  The consent of the representa-
itlvea of the United sStutes was sought to
«effeot his svlzure, tirst ut Champrico, where
she stenmer touched, and afterwards at Sun
Joss. The captain of the stemmer refused to
.,.l:eu his passenger without o written or.
- m the Unlted Stutes Minister;
dbe latter  furnished the desired
dotter, stipulating as the conditions
hauid be apirod And Gt e should be tried
s and that should be tri
only for offenses grow ing out of bils insurreo-
WOVements, is letter wns pro-
to the enptaln of the Acapulco by the
military communder ut San Jose as his war-
mﬁla the ‘rmunfm from the steamer,
Barrundia resisted capture and was
Eilled. evident thut the Minister,
Mr. Mizner, had exceeded the bounds of his
authority in Intervening, in compliance with
#the demands of the Guatemalan nuthorities,
&0 authorize and vifect, in violation of
the seizure on a vessel of the United
States of :Jum er In transit charged with
enses, In order that he might be
such offenses under what was de-
seribed as martial luw, I wus constrained to
disavow Mr, Mizner's act and recall him from
his post.

THE NICARAGUA CANAL PROJECT.

The Nicarngua canasl project, under the
control of our citizens, Is making the most

ensouraging TDEIM. ull th Liml
ll.lltlomunJ’ in lllopeutlunna aving beca
mooowpl
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ving been
ished within the prescribed lnlu'u.
1 THE CHILIAN CLAIMS.
‘-1:0 negotintions have been ro-
the settlemont of the elaims of
American citizens agalnst the Government
Chill, yrinclpllly growing out of the lute
with Peru. The reports from our Minls-
Bant warrant the expectation of an
and Ty udjustment,
CHINA,
relations with China, whioh have for
ocoupied so lmportant a place
lomutie history, have call for
- eration -;1 hn'grlawn the nul:-
m correspondence, The communi-
of the Chinese Minlster have brought
the whole subject of our conven-
relations with his country ; and ut the
thme this Government, through |ts lega-
at Pekin, has so to arrange various
complaints touching the inter.
of our citizens in China.
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: mﬂd the soncarrent resolution of
v 1, I have p to the Gov-
-erament of ':l and Great Britain, to
: a conventional regulation of the

of Chinese aCToss oursouth-
wan northern

] m?uwnmmmu-
*f'l.i:ejl-to he natives and equitable
eothet powers moost concerned in trade
aad intercourse with the SBamoan Islands,

RELATIONS WITH GREAT RRITAIN.

The new ireaty of extradition with Grest
after due rutificstion, was pro-

on the 3th of lust March. Its benefl-

wolal work s already appurent. The differ-
amoe between Lhe two govermments touehing
fﬁh qnnuhmmlu b:hv Behiring ses s not
yet , B W sern the corre-
apondenoewhich will soon be laid before Con -
sress. The offer to submil the question to

arbitration, sa proposed by Her Pajesty's

:

Government, has not beem  nocepted, |'
for the reason that the form of submission

posed s not thought to be culeu-

U to assure o conclusion sutlsfactory to
either party. It is sinoerely hoped thut be-
fore the openlng of another senling season
SOLIE AP EOmonts mtg b effected which
will nesure to the Unl Btates a property
right, derived from Rusain, which was not
disregurded by uny nution for more than
olaztf' yeurs ing the outbresnk of the

ng troubles,

MEXICAN AFFAIRS,

The friendship between our country and
Mexieo, born of elose neighborbood and
strengthencd by muny conslderations of in-
timute Intercourse and reciprocial interost,
hus never beon more consplenous thun now,
nor more hopeful of inereased benetit to both
nutions, The intercourse of the two coun-
tries by rall, already great, Is making con-
stunt growth.

RELATIONS WITH SPAIN,

The cordial character of our relations with
Bpain warrants the hope that by the contin-
unnoe of methods of friendly negotintion,
much may be accomplished In the direction
of un udjustment of pending guestions und of
the inerease of our trude, The extent and
development of onr trado with the island of
Cubn invest the commereinl relntions of the
United Stutes and Spain with o peciliar im-
portance. It Ix not doubted that n specinl ur-
ringement In regard to commerce, based
upon the reciprocity provision of the recent
Tarifl act, would operate most beneflelully
for both governments. This subject Is now
recelving attontion.

THE CONSULAR BERVICE,

The legislution of the past few years has
evineed on the purt of Congress o growing
realization of the importunce of the consular
woryioe in fostering our commercial relutions
abrond and In protecting the domestic rev-
cnues,  As the seope of usu-rntlnm expands,
Inerensed provision must be made to keep up
the evssentinl stundard of eMelencs, The
neoessity of some adequate mensire of super-
vision und lnu[u't'ﬂmllllan been so often pre-
sented thut I need only commend the subject
to your uttention,

FINANCIAL.

The revenues of the Government from all
sonrces for the fisenl your ending June 80,
1NN, Were S400L0G5LML00, and the total ex-

enditures for the suume period were §EO8 618, -

A2, The postal recolpts have not hereto.
fore been  Ineluded In the  statement
of these aggregutes, and  for the  pur-
pose of compurison the sum of $60,982,0817 .12
should be deducted from both slides of the
wecount. The surplus for the year, inelud-
ing the amount applied to the sinking fund,
wis SI0,04407.06, The recelpts for N0 were
$15, 000 828,59, and the expenditures $15,589,.
W71 in excess of thoseof s, The customs
receipts inerensed SN, and the ro-
cvipts from Internal revenue $11,525,191.%9,
whitle on the side of expenditures, that for
pensions woas $18412,074.9 In excess of the
preceding year.

RECEIFTS AXD EXTENDITURES,

The Treasury statement for the enrrent
fisenl year, partly sctunl and partly esthnat-
vd, is us follows:

Receipts from all soureese, $06,000,000; total
exponditures, F54,000,000, leaving u surplus
of B2,000,000—not tuking the postal receipts
into wecount on ecither side,  The loss of rev.
enue from customs for the Inst quarter is
estimated at $26,000,000, but from this is de-.
ducted o gnin of about $10,000,000 renlized
during the first four months of the year,

For the yoear I8¢ the total esthuated re-
cclpts  are $374,000,000 und the estimuted ex-
penditures §67 562.200.42, leaving an estimat-
e surplus of $156,147.790.55, which, with u cush
Dalanee of $62,000,000 at the beginning of the
your, will give $0,147,700.04 as the sum uvail-
able for the redemption of outstunding
bonds or other uses, The estimates of re.
ceipts and expenditures for the Post-Office
Depurtment being equul are not Included in
this stutement on either slde.

FURCHASE OF SILVER RULLION.

The net “directing the purchuse of siiver
billion and the issue of Tressury notes
thereon,” approved June 4, 180, has been
administered by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury with an earnest purposs to get into cir.
culution at the enrliest possible dutes the fall
wonthly mmounts of Treasury notes conte-

lated its visions ?‘l’a'd at the sawe
Pime to give to Vhe market
such support as the law contemplates, The
recent  depreciution In the priee of sil-
vor has  beoen  observed with regret.
The rupid rise in price which anticl-
puted and followed the runmm- of the
wot was influenced In some degree by specu-
Intion, and the recent renction i in part the
result of the sume cause and in purt of the
recent monetury disturbanecs, Somoemonths
of further trinl will be necessary to deter-
mine the permunent effeot of the recent legis-
lution upon silver values, but it is gratifying
to know that the inereased circulation se-
eured by the net has exerted and will continue
to exert w more benetielnl influence Spon
business and upon general vidlues.

CIRCULATION OF MOXNEY,

The efforts of the Secrotary to increase the
volume of money In cirenlution by keeping
down the treasury surplus to the lowest prac-
ticuble limit have boon unromitting, and in o
vory high degree suceessful, The tubles pre-
sonted by him, showing the Increase of
money in eirculation during the past two de-
eundes, and especially the tablo showing the
Inerense during the eighteen months he has
administered the uffuirs of the department,
gre interesting and  instructive. The in-
erense of money In elreulution  dur-
ing the nineteen wmonths hus been in
the ngurognte SU4866818, or about $1.50 per

sliver ballion | The i

here. A vigorous and, In the main, eflestive
effort bux been made to bring to trisl and
unishment all violutors of the lnws; but, at
lie sime time, care has been take that frive
olous und technieal offenses should not be
used to swell the fees of the offieers or to
harnss well-dis oitizens, Especial nt-
tention is ealled to_ the facts connected with
the prosveutions of violations of the clection
luws und offenses against United States offl-
oers, The number of convietions secured,
very many of thom upon ploas of gullty,
wiil, it is hoped, huve u sulutury restraining
influence.
THE POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT,

l;l'hn r;pnrt M;)f th'n ll'nltmuulur-ﬁlcnotllh.
shows the m gratifyin ro n &
Important work cnmln?lwa ro ﬂl. direction.
The business methods have been groat
jmproved. A large economy in rx;y-nd «
turen  und  an  inerense  of  #,500,000
in  reccipts hiave  been  roalized.  The
deficlency  this  year s 8,740 68

ninst $5,350,158 lust your, .\nlwltlmundinn
the great enlargement of the serviee, mn
routes have been extended und guickened
and greater avl-um-{nml dispatel in distri-
bution and delivery have been attained,

THE ASTI-LOTTERY LAW, v

The passage of the act to amend certain
sections of the Revised statutes relating to
Jotterles, approved September 19, 1590, hus
Been received with great and deserved pop-
ular favor, The Post-Ofice Depurtment and
the Department of Justice at onee entered
upon  the enforeoment of the law with
sympathetio vigor, nnd alrendy the public
muils huve been  largely freed from the
fraudulent and demoralizing appeals and
literature ewunating from the loftery comm-
punics.

THE NAVY.

The construction and equipment of the new
ships for the nuvy Bave nude very satisfue-
tory progress.  Sinee March 4, 1959, nine new
vessels linve been put in commission, and
during thig winter fonr more, including one
monitor, will be added. The construction of
the other yessels authorized is belng pushed,
both in the Government and private yards,
with energy, and watched with the wmost
scrupulous care.

ARMOR PLATES,

The experiments conducted during the
year to test the relative reslsting power of
irmor plates have been so valuable is to ut-
tract st attention in Europe, The onl
purt of the work upon the new ships that is
threntened by unusual llrluf Is the wrmor
plating, and every effort s being made to re-
duoe that to the minimuam, It s 4 source
of congrutulation that the anticipated in-
fluence of these modern vessels  upon
the esprit du corps of the oficers und
seumen hus  been fully realized. Con-
tidence und pride In  the ship among
the crew are equivalent to a secondary bat-
tery. Your favorable consideration s In.
vited to the recommendations of the Seere.
retury.
L DEFARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

T of the Secretury of the Interior
exhibits with great fullness and cloarness
the vust work of thut department and the
sutisfuctory results attuined, The sugges-
tions mwaude by him nre carnestly commended
to the consideration of Congress, though
:lu-y cun not all be given particular mention
T,

The several nots of Congresa looking to the

reduction of the larger Indian reservations,
to the more rapid settlement of the Indians
upon individunl allotments und the restora-
tion to the public domuin of lands i exeess
of their needs, have boon lurgely carrled into
offect so  fur
:Im-d to the Exccugve. Agreemenis have
wm
Involving  the
Stutes of wbout 14,726,000 neres of Ld,

s the work was  con-

March 4, 198,

concluded
United

sineo
cension  to  the

THE PUNLIC DOMAILN.
The poliey outlined in my last annual mea-
gage in relution to the putenting of lunds= to

settlers upon the publie domuin hus been car-

ried out In the administration of the Land
Ofier.  No general suspleion nor imputation

of frand hos heen allowed to delny the hear-

ing and awdjudication of ndividusl cases
upon thelr merits,
PENRIONR,

The Disability Pension act, whieh was ap-

roved on the 27th of June last, hus hosn put
nto operation us raphdly ns was practicabie.

clerien] foree as provided was
selected and assigned to work, and o consid-
erabile part of the foree enguged In examina-
tions [n the field was reealled and added to
the working force of the office. The ex-
amination and nllatuiimnlnn { clalms have,
by remson  of fmproved facthods, been
more rapid than ever before. There s
no economy to the Government In delay,
while there I mueh hardship and Injustice
to the soldier, The anticlputed expenditure,
while very lurge, will not, it I believed, be
in exeess of the estimutes mude hefore the
ennctment of the law. This lberal enact-
went of the genernl luw should suggest o
momng cureful serutiny of bills for special
relief, both us to the eases where relief is
gruited und as to the nmount aliowed,

ADMISSIONX OF NEW STATES,

The admission of the States of Wyomin
and Idaho to the Union are events full o
Interest and congrutulutions, not only to the
praple of those Stateg now happlly endowed
with a full runirlputlml in our privileges
and responsibilites, but to all our thevnpll-.
Another belt of Stutes stretehes from the At
luntic to the Paclfic,

THE CENSUS.

The ennmeration of people of the United
Stutes under the provision of the act of March
1, 1890, hus been t-nmrlvlﬂl. und the result
will be at once offleinlly communicuted to

capita, und of this mereass only $TI0000 | Congregs, The completion of this decennial

was doe to the recent silver legislation,
That this substantial and needed ald given
to commeres resulted In an enormouns re-
duetion of the publie debt and of the annual
interest charge Is mutter of Increased satis-
faction. There have been purchased and re-
deemed since March 4, 180, 4 und 2 per
eent, honds to the amount of $211 5882450, at &
cost of $240,620,741, resulting In the reduction
of the unnual Interest charge of $.0967 609,
and u total saving of interest of $61,576,708,
THE INTERNAL REVESUE.

I notlee with great plensure the statement
of the Secretury that the recipts from In-
ternul revenue huve inereased during the
lnst fiscul year nuﬂﬁ m‘un,nuo, and thut the
cost of collecting this larger revenue was
less by $890,617 than for the sume purpose in
the preceding yenr, The percentage of cost
of collecting the customs revenue was less
for the lust fiscal yeur than ever before.

THE WAR DEPFARTMENT.

The report of the Seerctary of War exhibits
several grutifying results attained during the

ear by wise

(an evil for which both Copgress and the de-
rlrtumnt have long been aveking a remedy)
s been reduced during the past year 24 per
cent,, and for the mouths of August and
September, during which time the favorable
effects of the sot of June 18 were felt, &1 per
cent, as compared with the same months of

4

OFFICIAL RECORDS,

The results attained by & reorganization
and consolidation of the divisions havi
charge of the hospital and service records o
the volunteer soldlers are very remarkable,
Thin ¢ e wis effected In July, 158, and at
that time there wero 40454 cases awaiting at-
tentlon, more than half of these being calls
from the Pension Office for Information nee-
essnry to the ndjudication of sion clalms,
On the 30th day of June last, though over 300,-
000 new ealls
single case thut
answuored,

COAST DEFENSE WORKS AND ORDNANCE.,

1 concur in the recommendations of the
Secrvtury that adequute and regular appro-
printions be continued for coast defense
works and ordnance. Plans have been

Prie-
tically upon lndlhmmlnuom
reason de the execution of
while the wiate of our greal sea -

an urgent reason for wise

ports
STATE NWILITIA.

The enco ment that has been extended
to the militia of the States, generally, and
most lpnnlprilllllj'. designnted the “Na-
tlona! Guard,” llhm]lll b w-llllminl and m}-
iargetl. These m Lnrr orgunizations consti-
tute, (n 4 lnrge sense, the army of the United
sStates, while about five-alxths of the annual
cost of their maintenancy is defrayed by the
State.

TIUE DEFAETMENT OF JUSTICE.

The report of the Attorney-General Is,
under the law, submitted directly to Con- |
gress, but s the Departments of Justice is |
ome of the executive departments, some
reference to the work done s appropriate |

nd come in, there was not &
had not been examined and

enumeration devolves upon Congress the
duty of meking a new apportionment of
Repre zentatives “umong the severnl Stutes,
tecording to thelr respeotive numbers,'
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

The report of the Becretary of Agricultore
deserves special attention, in view of the
fact that the yeur has been marked in a very
unnsual degree by agitution and orguniza-
tion among the farmers, looking to an in-
crease In the profits of their business, It
will be found that the efforts of the depart-
ment have been intelligently and zealously
devoted to the promotion of the interests
intrusted to fts care. A very sub-
stantial lwprovement in  the market
prices  In  the Jeading farm prod-
uets  during the year I8 noticed, The

rice of whent advanced from 81 cents in

Wtober, 1880, §L.00% in October, 18%0; corn
from 81 cents to b0y eents; outs from 194
cents to 48 cents, and barley from 6% cents
to 7™ cents, Meats showed & substantial but
not so ! an Merease. The export trade

and fowls shows a very

arge increase, the totul value of such ex-

rts for the ending June 30, 1490, wus

‘%‘mo,m. and the increase over the pre.

ing year wus over $15,000000. Nearl
200,000 more ceattle and over

more hogs were exported than in the

receding year, e export

n beef and pork prodocts and In dairy pro-
duots was very largely Increased, the in-
crease in the article butter alone being
from 15504978 pounds to 20,749,042 pounds,
and the total incrense in the value of moat
and duiry products exported helng $84,000,000.
This trade, so directly heolpful to the farmer,
It is belleved, will be further and very
lnrgely Inereased when the system of lnll:m--
tion and sanltary lu‘wrviakm now provided
by law is brought fully inte operation.

CATTLE INAIECTION,

The eflorts of the Scoretary to sstablish the

bulthh:lnleu "zfn clmr II:(I"I‘I: l.;llh'l the dis-.

mputations ave beon put

u : t’l:'emn . ﬁat‘emuhadin -: ‘: .
tinl progresa. Veterin & sent o

the department ure ::,;nl wed to mioz

in the Inspection of the live cattle from

his country lunded at the English docks, und

during the several months they have beenon
duty no case of contaglous iéumpnounw
nia hn..l‘ng reported. is Inspection
abroad domestio Inspection of live
the 8ot !Anm-ll N0, wiil aft ':aw i 4

o w 0 a8 T
feot n m for the wholuunmurn of

our for foreign consumption
as ls anywhere given to any food product,
and its non-sceeptance will guite
revenl the real motive of any continu
restriction of thelruse; and having been
mude clenrer, the duty of the Exeeutive will
be very plain.

THE NEET SUGAR INDUSTRY.

The Information given by the Secretary of
the progress and pros of the beot sugur
industry ls full of in ml-ut 1t I:’u already
passcd the experimenigl stage and |5 4 com-
wervial suceess. The wea over which the
mnrlbm m b:ni cum;r-u-i I
very iarge, other crop greas
valoe Is offered to the cholos of the farmer,

LEGISLATION,

1 congratulate the Congress und the country
upon tm"pumu ut the first session of tho
Fifty-first Congress of an unusual number of
laws of very hlrh Importunee. That the re-
sults of this legislation will bo thegquickening
nnd enlar ent of our munufpcturing in.
dustrivs, !am»r andl better markets for onr
bresdstuffs und provisions both at home and
abroad, more constant employment and bet-
ter wages for our working people, and an
increased supply of a safo currency for the
transaction of ~ business. T do not doult
some of these mensures were snacted at so
Inte u period that the beneficinl effects upon
commercs which were in the contemplution
of have as yot but partially mani-
fested themselves,
THADE AND INDURTRY,

The general trade and Industrial conditions
ghmug‘mut the country during the year huve
shown a marked Improvement or many
years prior to 18 the merchindise balances
of foreign trade hud been lurgely in our fa.
vor. but In thut year and the year fol-
Jowing they turned against os. 11 s very
gratitying fo know thut the last flsenl yoar
wiziin shows o balunew in onr fuvor of over
ﬂﬂ.llll.llll. The bunk elearings, which fur.
nish 0 good test of the volume of bnsiness
transaeted for the first ten months of the
veur 180 show, us compured with the siume
months of 1889, un inerease for the whole
country of about K4 per cent, while the In.
erease ontside of the ety of Kew York was
over 14 per eent,  During the month of Octo-
ber the clearings of the whole country
showed an Inerease of 3.1 per cent, over
october, 18, while  outside  of  New
York the inerense was 111y per cent,. These
flgures show that the Inerease In the volume
of business was very generul throughout the
country, That this lurge business wus bheing
conducted upon o sale and proftable basis
is shown by the faet that there were threee
hundreed loss fullures roported In October,
180, than in the sume month of the preced-
ing year, with Habilities dliminished by aboug
ﬁ.ﬁg.ﬂﬂ-

THE M'RIXLEY TARIFF.

The General Tariff net hus only partially
gone into operation, someof {ts lmportant
provisions being limited to take cffect ut
dutes yet In the future. The general pro-
vislons of the lnw have been In foree less
thun sixty days, Its permanent effect on
trade and prices still stand  in conject.
ure, It s curious to note that the
advance In the price of articles whol-
ly unaffected by the Tariff uet was
Ly wany hastily  aseribed  to  that
act. Notiee wus not taken of the fuet that
the general tendeney of the markets was up-
wird from influences wholly apart from the
recent  tarifl ll'riuhltlun. he enlurgemont
of our currency by the 8llver bill undoubtly
gave an apward tendeney to trade und had o
marked effect on Ill‘lvl‘a:'l.llll this nutural und
desired offect of the silver ligislution wis by
many crroncusly atteibuted to the Tarl
uet,

TARIFF REVIBION,

There |8 neither wisdom nor suggestion
that the subject of tariff revision shall be
opened before this law has had a fair trial.
It Is guite true that wur{ turift schedule (s
subject to objections, No bl wus ever
franed, T suppose, thut in all of its rates and
classificutions hud the [ull approval even of
# party caucus, Such legislation is always
und necessarily the product of compromise
us to details, and the present law s no
exeeption.  But, In  lts  general  scope
and effect, T think, it will justify the sup-

ort of those who believe that American leg-
slation should conserve and defend Amer-
Jeun trade and the wages of American work-
men,

The misinformation as to the terms of the
not, which has been so widely disseminated
ut home und abroad, will be corrected by ex.
perience und the evil anguries as to its results
confounded by the murket reports, the sav-
ings banks, internationnl trade badunees und
the general prosperty of our people. Already
we begin to hear from abroad and from
our custom-houses thut the prohibltory effect
upon importations imputed to the net s not
ustified, The imports at the port of New
‘ork for the first three weeks of November
Were nearly s per cent. lnrf'nn-r thun for the
sime period in 189 and 2 per cent, greater
than b the e perbed of 1888, And so jur
from being an act to limit exports, 1 conti-
dently believe thar under It we shall seenre
larger and more profituble participation in
furclgn trade than we have ever enjoyed, und
thut we shull recover a proportionute par-
ticipution in the oveun earrying trade of the
world,

PROMIBITORY OR RETALIATORY LEGISLATION,

There I8 no disposition smong uny of our
fwuplv to prowote probibitory or retallntory
cgislution. our polbicies are adopted not to
the hurt of others, but to secure for ourselyes
those ndvuntages that fulrly grow out of our
fuvored position us o nation. our form of
government, with Its incident of universul
suffrage, makes It bnperative thut we shall
sanve our working people from the agitations
und distresses which scant work and wages
that have no margin for comfort alwuys

et. Butaftor all this Is done, It will be
ound that our markets ure open to friendly
commercinl exchanges of enormous valug
to the other great Powers,

RECIFROCITY.

There were but two methods of obtaining
control of this gquestion open to Congress:
To pluce all these artleles upon the dutiable
list subject to such treaty winents us
could be or to ghﬂ T ull pres-
ently upon the frec list, but subject to the re-
imposition of & welfied duties If the coun-
tries from which we recelve them should re.
fuse to give us sultuble reciprocu! benefits,
This Jutter method, I think, posscsses great
advantages, It  expresses In advance
the consent of Congress to reciprocity ur-
rangements affecting these products which
must huve otherwise been delayed and un-
ascertained until esch treaty was ratified by
the Senate and the necessury legislation en-
acted by Congress. Experience hns shown
thut some treaties looking to reciprocul
trude have failed to secure u two-third vote
in the Senute for rutitication, and oth-
ersa having passed that stage have for
years awiited the coneurrence of the House
und Benute in such modifications of our rev-
enue lnws ke were necessary to give effect to
thelr provisions, We now have the coneur-
rence of both Houses in advance in s dis-
tinet and definite offer of free entry to
our ports of specific articles, The Ex-
ecutive I8 not uired to deal in con-
jecture us to what Congress will se-
cupt. Indeed this reciprocity provision
Is more thun an offer. Our part of the bar-
guln Is complete; delivery has been made,
and when the countries from which we re-
celve sugur, coffee, teas and hides, have
placed on their free lists such of our products
a shall be ugreed upon, as un equivalent for
our concession, & proclamation of that fuct
completes the transuction ; and in the mean-
time our own people have Iree sugar, tea,

trade | coffee and hides.

XEW LEGISLATION,

In addition to the important bills that be-
came luws before the ndjournment of the lust
gesslon, some other bills of the highest lm-

oo were well advaneed towurd a finul
vote and now stund upon the ealendurs of
the two Houses In favored Itions, The

resent session bas a fix Hmit, und if

hese measures are not now  brought
to a final vote all the work that has been
done upon them by this Congress I8 lost,
The proper consideration of these, of an op-
portionment bill and of the annual appro-
priation bills will require not only thut no
working day of the scasion shall be lost, but
thut measures of minor and looal Interest
shall not be allowed to interrupt or retard
the progress of those thut are of universal
interest. In view of these conditions, I
from bringing Dbefore you at

this time sulne suggestions that
would otherwise be made, und most earn.
estly invoke your attention to the duty of
pe ing the lmportant legislation now
well advanced, to some of these messures
which seem to me most lmportant 1 uow

briefly eall your attention.
AMENICAN STRAMSHIP LIXE.
1 dewnireto repeat with added u the
rocommendations cantained In Ast annu-

] message In relation to the developments of
American lumblg lines, The reciprocity
clanse of the Tariff Lill will be dy Himit-
od, und its bonefits retarded and diminished,
If provision is not contemporunecusiy made
to encourage the establishment of fivst-class
steam compunication between our ports and
the ports of such nations ss may meet our
overtures for enlarged commercial ex-
changes,

THE INTERSATIONAL-AMERICAN BANK.
1 bad occasion, in May last, 0 transwmit 0

8§ A veport adupted the Interna.
tlonal Amerivan Gonw.gon the subjoct
of the Incorporstion of am  Ioternational
Ameriean bank, with a vlew to facilitaling
mnm exchunge botwoeen the stuter repre-
sented In that conference. Such an inatitu-

tion would greatly promote the trade we are
secking to develop, 1 ronew the recommens
dution thut u cureful and well-guarded ¢hars
ter be granted.

RELIEF POR THE SUPMREME COURT.

The bill for the relief of the Suprome

has, after muny yoars of discussion, reao!

u pusition when final action is usll'y uttaln-
uble, and it is hoped that any differences of
opinion may be so harmonized us Lo suve
ossentinl foatures of this very lmportans
muoasure, In this conneetion I onrnestly re-
new wy recommenduation that the of
the Judges of the United Stutes Districs
courts be so rendjusted that none of them
shall receive less thun §5,000 per annum.

A NATIONAL BANKRUPT LAW,

The ennetment of a Nutlonal bankrupt lnw
I ktil] regard as very desirable, The Constitu-
tion hnving given to Congress jurisdiction of
this subjoect, it shonld be exercised and uni-
form rules provided forthe administration of
insolvent debtors, The Inconveniences re-
sulting from the oecasionnl and tenipo
exervise of this power by Congress, und from
the contlieting State codes of Insolveney
w el come into foree intermoediately should
be removed by theennetment of u simple, in-
.l-..:qn.-u-h'v and permunent Nutlonul bankrups

W,

THE POSTAL TELEGRAVH SCHEMS,

The use of the telegraph by the Post-Office
Departient us o meuans for the rapid trans-
misgion of written communications s, 1 be-
lieve, upon proper terms, guite desirable
The Government does not own or operate
the rallronds, and it should not, 1 think, own
or operate telegraph lines, 1t does, how-
over, seem to be  quite ructionble
for the Government to contract with
the trlrmrh compunios, ns it does
with the rallrond companies to o nk
specified  rates such  communientions
ns the sendors may deslgnate for this grethod
of trunsmission. T recommend thut such
leglstution be ennected as will enuble the
Post-Onlee Department talrlr to test by ex-
periment the advantages of such a use of
the telegraph,

ELECTION TAWS.

If any Intelligent and loyal ecompany of
American vitizgens were required to cutalogue
the vasentinl humane conditions of Nutiol
life, I donot doubt that with ubsolute unanim-
ity they would begin with free snd honesg
elections, And it ik gratifying to know gen-
erully there s growing and non-partisan
demind for better election lnws, But inst
this sign of hope und progress must sub
the depressing and undeninble faet that eloo=
tion luws and methods ure sometimes cun-
ningly contrived to secure minority control,
‘ihl o '&"u‘"“ completes the shortcomings
of fraud,

In my lust annunl mess Is sted that
the development of the existing law, provid-
ing u Federnl supervision of Congressional
vlections, offercd un effective method of re-
forming these ubuses, The need of such a law
his munifested itself In many parts of the
country, and Its wholesome restraints and
penulties will be useful in all. The constitu-
tionality of such legislution has affirm
by the Supreme Court. Its probable effect-
iveness s evideneed by the character of the
oppoesition that is made to it. It has been
denounced as if It were 4 new exerolse of
Federal power und an invasion of the rights
of the Stutes, Nothing could be further from
the truth, Congress hus already fixed the
time for the election of members of Con-

ress, It has declared that votes for mems-
sers of Congress must be written or printed
bullots, It has provided for the appoint-
wmient by the Cireuit Courts in certain cas
and upon the petition of w certain number ol
citizuns’ of eleetlon superyisors, and made 16
their duty to supervise the reglstration of
voters conduvted by the State oflicers; to
chullenge persons offering to ister; to
personally  Inspeet  and  scrutinize  the
registry  lists, and to affix thelr names
to the lists for the purpose of identl-
dention and the prevention of frauds; to at-
tend at eleetions und remain with the boxes
till the ballots are counted ; to attuch to the
registry lists und election returns uny state-
mont touehing the wecuracy and fapness of
the registry aand elettion, an? {0
take und transmit to the clerk of
the House of Representatives any evis
denee of frandulent practices which may
be presented to  them. The sawme law
l'_rq\' des for the appointment of Deputy

nited sStutes marshals to attend at the polis,
support the supervisors in the discharge o
thelr duties and to arrest persons vielati
the eloetion luws, The provisions of this
familiar title of the revised statutes huve been
put Into exercise by both the great political
purties, uud in the North as well us in the
south, by the illing with the eourt of the
petitions reguired by law.

The present law  stops just a little
ahort of effcotiveness, for it surrenders to
the local authorities all control over the
certifiention which establishes the prima

facle right 1o a seat In the vuse
of Nepresentatives, This  defeet should
be  cured,  Eguality of representation

und the purity of the electors must be main-
tuined, or every thing that s valoable In our
system of Government islost. Thequalifica-
tlons of an elector must be sought in the
law, not in the opinions, prejudices, or fears
of any cluss, however, pow The
th of the elector to the ballot-
x must be froe from the ambush of fear and
the antleipation of fruud; the count so true
thut none shunll guinsay it. Such a law should
be ubsolutely non-partisan ond Impartial,
It should give the ndvantage to honesty and
the control to majorities,  Surely there (s
nothing sectional about this ereed, and if it
shall huppen thut the penaitics of laws in-
tended to enforee these rights full here and
notthere, it Is not because the law Is seotd
but beesuse, happily, erime Is local and
universul, Nor should it be forgotton thas

every luw, whether relati to elections
or to uny other su ., W

en b¥ the &State or by the Na-
tion, has foree behind it courts,

the marshal or constable, the ro-c
comitutus, the prison, wre ull and alwa
behind the law. One ean not be juug
churged with unfriendliness to any section
or cluss who seck only to restrain violutions
of law and of personelright. No community
will find luwlvssness profitable, No commu-
nity can afford to have It known thut the
officers who are chuarged with the pros-
ervation of the public peace und
the restraint of the erlmingl classes
nre themsclves roduct of fraud or
violence. The magistrute s then without
respect and the law without sanotion.
floods of lawlessness can not be leveed and
made to flow in one chan kny

:

rompting and soggestion to
]l,m %tnmed by & city
A orime lust life or |'|ropm-ly.
But It is suld that this legialation will revive
race snimosities, und some have even sug-
ed that when the {:«ml‘ul methods of
ruud are made Impossible that t may bo
supplanted by Intimidatjon and violenee. If
the proposcd law r"l
eleemrn:? hair's welght more than
his ogq Influence, or detracts 80
much from any other qualified
or, It is fatally im hod.
If the law !s equal and the an
ok out of the that

be given any v?tu in the discussion
without dishonor. No cholee jsleft to me bus
to enforee with vigor all laws intended to
seoure to the cltizen his constitutional
rights and to recommend that the inade-
yuacies of sach laws be promptly remedied.
APFROFRIATION BILLS.
The uration of the general
tion bills should be conducted with Eroat-
est care and the closest seruting of expendi-
tures, Appropriutions should be
to the needs of the publie servioe,
should be absolutely free from prodigulity.
FO TIME TO WASTE
1 venture again to remind you that the
::IH":I‘::“ n-'muinlu for luae oonslderution
m t now
wwalting ymrmn?t::tm m margin
for waste. If the present duty is discharged
with diligenes, fidelity and courage the work

of the Fifty -first
luhm]tthd’;n the considerate n.’i‘l:ﬂ,lh
m L

BESJAMIN
Executive Mansion, D, C,, Dec. 1, 155,
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